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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TALS: PORG, ASEAN 

SUBJ: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO ASEAN SUMMIT MEETING 
REES: A. BANGKOK 13551; B. JAKARTA 8221 

1. WE AGREE WITH EMBASSIES BANGKOK AND JAKARTA THAT PRESI- 
DENTIAL MESSAGE TO ASEAN'S lOTH ANNIVERSARY SUMMIT WOULD BE 
DESIRABLE. SUCH A MESSAGE WOULD SERVE TO REFLECT OUR INTEREST IN 
AND SUPPORT FOR THE ORGANIZATION AND THUS HELP TO ENHANCE ITS 
STATURE AND SENSE OF PURPOSE. 

2. HOWEVER, TO MINIMIZE POSSIBLE SRV CRITICISM WE ALSO BELIEVE 
THAT WORDING MUST BE CAREFUL NOT TO SUGGEST ANY SPECIAL 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE US AND ASEAN, BUT RATHER SHOULD 
STRESS THE ORGANIZATION'S INDIGENOUS ORIGINS AND INDEPENDENT 
NATURE. EVEN THOUGH ASEAN NATIONS MAY NOW BE SOMEWHAT MORE 
RELAXED IN THEIR ATTITUDE TOWARD HANOI THAN WAS THE CASE AT THE 
TIME OF THE BALI SUMMIT, THEY NEVERTHELESS REMAIN SENSITIVE 

TO SRV CRITICISMS THAT ASEAN HAS LINKS WITH "IMPERIALISM". 
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